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Dear Friends and Family,  
At this time last year, I was packing my suitcases and a 
couple of shipping boxes for my move to Montefiascone, 
Italy.  I was trying to include the essential items that I 
knew I would need and a few “comfort items” that I knew were not available in Italy. One thing that I did 
not think to pack or even pray to find once I moved to Italy was an ITALIAN MOTHER!!!  

  
My neighbor, the mother of my Landlord, has taken on 
this new role.  She was concerned one weekend when I 
did not park my car in my normal spot.  Several weeks 
ago she came over to be sure that I was ready for a few 
days of being snowed in.  She explained that I needed 
an Italian Mother because my mom lives too far away 
and she was happy to take on the job.  My good Italian 
mother often brings me food from the family garden 
and greets me as I come and go.  She and her husband 
have also been willing to help and/or teach me how 

things work as I adjust to this new culture, my new home. My Italian mom speaks no English so our con-
versation is sometimes a funny pantomime, but we communicate!   

Learning to function, fit in and further the gospel in Italy is my goal.   
Here is a list of some of the practical and surprising lessons that I’ve learned this past year.   
 
◊The Italian language is something like Romanian, only different! 
 I can and have now led the worship time, in Italian, at a small 
 group Bible Study 
◊Postage stamps are purchased at the tobacco shop 
◊Utility bills are paid at the Post Office 
◊An Italian driving “short-cut” will always be a longer drive, just  less 
 traffic 
◊Exterior shutters, not just the windows, must be closed to keep 
 rain out (yes, I learned this the hard way!) 
◊I can now successfully build a wood fire in my fireplace to help  heat 
 my apartment 
◊I can build furniture that comes in flat packages from IKEA 
◊I now know how to harvest olives   
◊After three tries I found a place to cut my hair; at one location  
 where I had an appointment I was told I had too much hair  
 to cut (I am not kidding! — they refused to cut my hair!)  
◊Retail store hours are very different from the USA: most are closed on  
 Sunday, at lunch and half day, one day a week.  (More than  
 once I have driven into an empty parking lot, not knowing it was  
 the half-day for that store to be closed.) 
◊A coffee shop is the best place to purchase food coloring  
 (for Christmas cookie bake)  
◊High school students stand when a teacher enters the room,  
 but talk over each other throughout the class 
◊Most of the students in the class I teach travel 30 to 60 
 minutes to attend this high school 
◊Things take time...relationships build slowly.   
 There are many misconceptions regarding  
 Jesus Christ. 

I was able to help one of the families in 
the church with the harvest in their 

small olive grove.  It was fun! 

Baking Christmas Cookies 
at my place with youth 
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The most important and sustaining thing that I have continued to learn this year is how 
blessed I am to have your prayers, support and encouragement!  “I thank Christ Jesus our 

Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service.” (1 Tim. 1:12)  
Thank you again for all the ways that you help me as I adjust to life here.  God has given 
me a great first year, but not without trials.  Knowing that you are praying for me and re-

ceiving your many notes of encouragement has kept me going.  THANK YOU!  
 Have a wonderful Easter celebrating God’s grace given to us all! 

Amy Williams 

Please pray for… 
The approval of my visa renewal 
 documents 
Success passing test for Italian Driver’s 
 license 
Continuing language and adjustment 
 learning 
Building relationships with Italian 
 youth and peers 
2007 summer team and new outreach 
 that I am currently organizing 

Please take time to praises God for… 
Being able to be teach an English Conversation 
 class in the local high school  
Building relationships with my neighbors and 
 youth  
Continuing language and adjustment learning 
 My Italian “Mom” 
Daniela and I have planned time to read the Bible 
 together for me to practice my Italian 
My new 714 (VoIP) phone number in Italy, you 
 can now reach me at 714-453-9890.  Please 
 remember that noon for you is 9PM for me. 

Document update… 
   For much more than a year I have been dealing with Italian documents.  Thank you for continuing to pray for this 
long process.  In January I submitted another set of documents to renew my visa for this next year.  The process for 
visa renewal has changed: Italians and foreigners are unsure about how everything will work.  Please pray that my 
visa renewal will be approved quickly. 
   I need a current visa to finalize my application for an Italian Driver’s license.  I currently drive using an 
International Driver’s license, but foreigners need to obtain an Italian license when they remain in the country for 
more than one year.  I have begun studying for my written test and am thankful that I qualified to take the test in 
English, but it is a difficult test.  Most Italians have needed to take the test at least 2 to 3 times.  Once I pass this 
test, I will then need to complete my hours with a driving instructor and then do the driving test.  I will be one of 
the few individuals driving to my drivers training class. 

◊Only two tiny Italian Christian bookstores, (one in Rome and one in Florance) are within 200 miles 
 of my home.  
◊There was great joy celebrating Christmas for the first time in Montefiascone’s church building.  
 We shared love and excitement as we decorated the church and celebrated the Christmas 
 season.   
◊Through the Internet, I can, and do have a CA (714) phone number that rings in my Italian apartment!  

This is the tiny Bible bookstore in Florence 

A couple of the families admire the church 
decorated for Christmas 


